
 

 

 

 
 

Husqvarna  Canada Announces 2011 Race Team   
 
 

December 3rd , 2010 ï Saint John , NB  ï On the heels of the close of an extremely successful 

2010 race season, Feeding Performance Husqvarna is pleased to announce its plans for next 

year .  

 

The most significant change for 2011 is the addition of one of the most talented young 

riders in the country to the official Husqvarna Canada team.  Quebecôs 2010 Overall FMSQ 

Champion , Philippe Chainé , will join the Husqvarna crew to contest the Quebec off - road 

series  as well as the 2011 Canadian Enduro Championship .  The agreement will see 

Chainé  hone his skills on a Husqvarna for both the 2011 and 2012 race seasons.  

 

 
 

Philippe Chainé



In addition to taking the overall crown in Quebec this year, Philippe  was a consistent top 

contender in the E1 class  of the 2010 Canadian Enduro Championship . Chainé  was 

slightly off his game in the rugged mountains of the first two rounds in Alberta  but quickly 

upped his pace  to secure podiums at the remaining six rounds.  

 

Philippe finished the season strong by dominating the E1 class at the brutal, mud infested 

fin al rounds in Quebec , and nailing a double win  in front of his home crowd. The E1 title 

chase was extremely tight  in 2010 . Albertaôs Jared Thomas  actually tied Ontarioôs Chris 

Van Hove  in points , with Thomas narrowly taking the title and Cha iné only a few points 

behind them to finish 3 rd  overall  in the E1 Championship .  

 

Philippe will be joining Quebec off - road legend  Guy Giroux ,  along with brothers Nick and 

Ryan Graffunder  from British Columbia, as they make their return to the Husqvarna squad 

for 2011.  

 

 

 
 

GUY GIROUX  

 

 

In 2010, Guy added 9 FMSQ podiums  to his already ridiculous list of accomplishments, 

including 3 Wins , on his way to taking the 2010 FMSQ Enduro  Cross Championship  

(Quebecôs version of Cross Country) and locking  down 2 nd  Overall in the  FMSQ Provincial 

Championship .  

 

In the 2010 Canadian Enduro Championship , Giroux finished the year with one  Overall 

Win , 4 podium  finishes, 3 rd  place in the  E3 Championship  and 5 th  Overall Pro .  

 

Guy will undoubtedly be chasing more victories in 2011  but is also looking forward to his 

growing role as coach and mentor to  a group  of the best young off - road racers in Canada.  

  

The young mountain lion duo of Nick & Ryan Graffunder  logged impressive seasons in 

2010 with both achieving personal bests and making major steps forward in terms of 

developing their skills and moving up the results page.  

 

Nick Graffunder  suffered more than his fair share of bad luck throughout much of the 

season that almost robbed him of the opportunity to show his true potential. Fortunately 



Nick was able to get redemption at the final rounds in Quebec where he  landed on the E1  

podium  and proved that there was no question that he can challenge the leaders.   

 

As the race season came to a close, Nick  immediately  un crated a new TXC 250  to train on 

throughout the winter months in preparation  for the upcoming race season.  He is definitely  

fired up for next season and is eager to come out swinging in 2011.  

 

 

 

 
 

NICK GRAFFUNDER  

 

 

Nickôs brother, Ryan Graffunder ,  finished the race season with an impressive list of 

accomplishments. Graffunder earned multiple podiums  in the ultra -competitive E2  class  of 

the Canadian Enduro Championship enroute to taking home 4 th  overall  and the 2010 Top 

Pro Junior Award  (riders under 20 yrs) .  2010 was the second year in a row that Ryan has 

earned the award.  

 

In addition to nailing the first Pro Class W in  of his young career in 2010, Ryan also 

enjoyed a career highlight by hammering his way to 5 th  overall  and 2 nd  Canadian  at the 

2010 Montreal Endurocross  in front of over 50,000 spectators. Graffunder finished the 

race behind the USAôs Mike Brown , Hungaryôs Kornel Nemeth , Polandôs Bartosz Oblucki  

and Alberta racing icon Julian Cerny .    

 

Even more impressive is the fact that Graffunder was able to post such great results despite 

the fact that ,  throughout the 2010 season , he quietly  suffered through an a gonizing knee 

injury .  Ryan underwent surgery to correct the problem immediately followi ng the final 

races of the year. The surgery was a success and Graffunder is well on his way to recovery 

and will be focused on climbing the podium again in 2011.  

 

 



 
 

RYAN GRAFFUNDER  

 

Albertaôs Marty Halmazna  ran strong in the Western rounds of the 2010 series where he 

posted solid podium  finishes in E3  at Rounds 1 & 2 on his big Husky TXC 510  and 

narrowly missed the podium at Rounds 3 & 4 in Penticton, BC. Unfortunately, Halmazna was 

forced to miss the Easter n rounds of the series where he certainly  would have been a 

podium contender and in the hunt for wins.  

 

 

 
 

MARTY HALMAZNA  

 

With a new baby that is due any day, Halmazna will have his hands full in the coming 

months , but is still intent on putting a major race effort in for 2011. Marty has announced 

that this will be his last year of full - time racing.   

 


